S

VOTES axp PROCEEDINGS, Maxcw, 178. gt

The part of your bill for bringing in the continental money into the treafury, is agreed by
both houfes to be neceffary ; the claufe making the bills of credit a tender, will ftand in a f'cp&-f

rate bill, unconnected with ang' other hill for bringing money into the treafury. If a bill for .

making any moncy a legal tender was fent us diftin&' from a ‘money bill, there can remain no
doubt but we fhould have a right te propofe amendments, both as to the fubftance and duration
of the bill, and fupport them by arguments 2nd reafoning, as will appear - by the procetdings be -

cween the two houfes on the former tender bill : but this you now would preclude us from doing,

by conneling a claufe of tender with a money bill, and thereby compel us cither to affent to &
a& of legiflation, which in our confciences and judgments we think, under all circumftances, is
moft injurious to the public welfare, or be forced to reje& a money bill, which both houfes think
neceflary for the common fafety. : S
You think the claufe neceffary, and properly conne@ed with the bill; we think otherwife 3
there is no arbiter between us; then would not reafon and common fenfe diQate, that the part
of the bill upon which there is a difference of opinion; both as to fubftance and manner, thould
be fcparated from that which all agree to be neceffary. The public fafety and the voice of our .
country call aloud that this ought to be done, and the neceflary a& pafled, fubmitting that part
of the bill upon which there is 2 difference of opinion to a free difcuffion, upon its own merits.
There has been no inftance fince the prefent government, and line drawn by our tonftitution,’ of
a tender law being tacked to a money bill, although if it could have been rightfully dones it pro-
bably would bave been attempted in former inftances, when the defire to make paper moncy.a
legal tender was as ftrong, and as we conceive with 2 much more plaufible thew of reafon, than
it now is. There can be no differcnce between making a paper money actuaily in *circulation,
and iffued by a body not under our controul, a legal tender; and a law to make bills to be iffued
by the fame body, and not yet brought into circulation, a tender for old debts, We beg leave
to refer you to the cafe to which we pointed in our meflage of the 7th inftant by Matthew Tilgh~
man, Efq; and the proceedings thereon ; it happened upon a bill for quartering 'foldiers, fent to
the fenite and reje&ed on the 3d of April, feventeen hundred and feventy-feverr. Under thefe
confiderations, and being impreffed with the firongeft obligation to preferve every part of our
conftitution inviolate,”we are determined not to be acceflory to any infring: ment of it, or ac-
quiefce in fixing a precedent, which may be improved to the annihilation of this branch of thée
legiflature, and therefore we have returncd your bill with 2 negativee. We mcft cordially and
fincerely lament, that the urgency of affairs prefs fo forcibly for a f{peedy and effeftual exertiont
of both houfes for the common fafety, and think this urgency has been an inducement to put us
in the perplexing fituation in which we now ftand, Hopes may have been entertained, that our
refolution would ffot fupport us, in rifking an a&, upon which our-tives and every thing valuable
may poffibly depend, . to preferve our happy conttitution, and follow the di&ates of our beft judg-

ment. But, gentlemen, however embarrafling this fituation may be, and however unexpeed ¢

the firoke may have come from you, we are open and free to aflure you, that all hopes grounded
on this fuppofition are'delufive;. a» we are fixed and refolved, at every hazard, not to yicld to the
degrading drudgery of giving an affent, from fear of confequences, to ads which we think unjuft
and ruinous to the ftate, whatever prefent neceflity may be pleaded or plaufible furmifes made.
At the fame time we declare to you, that we moft fincerely and earncftly defire to do every thid
which may be neceflary to carry on and fupport the prefent war to the laft extremity, or to finx
fuccefs, and nothing would give us fuch heart-felt fatisfa&ion, as to have an opportunity of
fiing a bill for complying with the recommendation of congrefs in the moft cffe€tual manner.
g:lc therefore pray you to fend us your bill without the excep ionable claufe, which though we
think liable to fome objeQions,. yet will be ferviceable 2ad we- il immediately pafs it. As to
the propofitions made in your meflage, and promife to r vife at the next fgﬁion the tender law,
upon the principles of univerfal juftice, we may obferve, that howeyer inclinable you may be to
comply with this promife, it may not be in your power, as\your houfe is now.yery thin, «nd the
abfent members may not hold them(elves bound to give up théir fenti to the opinions of
the members prefent; befides the exception is as broad as the engagement: therefore the latter
amounts to nothing, when confidered and compared with the exceptions. A revifion of the-ten-
der Jaw might have been entered on garly in the feflion, when we had time to conﬁdgr that .im;-
portant fubje@ ; we were in hopes it would have been done, and. we fent you a bill, which,
if paffed, would have given an opportunity to go through a perfe& revifion and application of the
rule of juftice ; and if the anxiety of geritlemen to return home.to their neceflary affairs will not
allow the afflcmbly now to make a revifion, we with it could be reconciled to the fentiments of
your houfe, to ftop the crying injuftice which iy daily dohe under the tender law, and thereby
preferve, to many helplefs widows, orphans, and others, the pittancé of fupport which fill re-
mains to them, by a fufpenfion, wntil a revifion can be made ; for a delay is a denial of J\fﬂicc 3
no evil can attend this meafure.  The bill fent you will remedy the cafe of abfent creditors, ,and

the rulcof jultice may be applied in all cales, fo @3 te prevent hardfhips and opprefion; whene<

ver we mea under fuch circumftances as will ea;hle-us to confider this fubje® in all'its different
’ views;
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